JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 27 AUGUST 1993
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(ACCNO 1011) Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Date Status assigned: 28 Apr 1977

REFNO: 1063
Name: PALMER, GILBERT SWAIN JR.

IBlood Chit DATA

Nationality AMERICAN |Race  CAUCASIAN

Service AIR FORCE ISex MALE {Blood type O +
Grade 04 'Hair  BROWN |Complexion FAIR
SSAN |Eyes  GREEN !WHeapon .38 CAL PISTOL
Serial No bATA 'Height 72 in /1.83 mtrs |[Weapon No  K601449
Birth date 'Weight 176 1b / 79.7 kg |Duty pos ACFT CMDR
Home State PENNSYLVANIA |Religion PROTESTANT |PW Camp $
%0 U G 006 U0 OO0 A A B R WU S B N S NS U0 R AU O OW UN O 0N 0% 3% 08 18 Bm SITE INFORMATION S0 U5 OB 5N N N S SN A% W S UD 85 0 O (M N U P N 6K OB S5 08 0 0N 0N 0N R
INCIDENT LOCATION (0)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48QXE787058
Lat/Long: 171354N / 1064051E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 4
Mission Province: QUANG BINH
(formerly):

Mission District: LE THUY
Mission Date: 27 Feb 1968 1405L

Mission Category: 3
Local Analysis: Unknown location.

susnanssnunussnsnnanssansns JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY sssssssssssssasssssnsssss

Folders Passed: Jul 93, May 92, Aug 87, Nov 86
Investigations: Jan 91

Surveys: Jan 91

Additional Information Obtained: Apr 90
Vessey Case: RNO

Case type: DISCREPANCY

Survivability: (3) Unknown

sassasnnnsssnssnssssssnssnnnnss  VEHICLE DATA ssesssssssssssscsmssaswasnssssnses

Vehicle Type: RF4C Serial: 431
Crash Type: None Engine Type: J7915
Call Sign: SUMO 1 Serial: 420530
Year: 66 2 Serial: 439553

sunaumsnanssnensssnsssesuses SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY sssssssssssssssscsssusssaws

4 = JItem has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
$ = Item is not applicable to this case.
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 27 AUGUST 1993

sansunnnnauscenasaunesasun BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ssssssusssssssusssmsmmsamns

REFNO, ——— OATA —— Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Name: — NAME Date Status assigned: 26 Jul 1979

Nationality AMERICAN 'Race NEGROID iBlood Chit  DATA®

Service AIR FORCE |Sex MALE ‘{Blood type B +

Grade 'Hair BLACK iComplexion DARK

SSAN tEyes  BROWN |WHeapon .38 CAL PISTOL

Serial No ATA 'Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs |Weapon No K615609

Birth date IWeight 202 1b / 91.5 kg jDuty pos NAVIGATOR

Home State IReligion PROTESTANT {PW Camp S

susasnssusnnssssssusnuaenunax SITE INFORMATION sssenosnssssssnssssrsessssmunm
INCIDENT LOCATION (O0)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM, 48QXE787058

Lat/Long: 171354N / 1064051E

Country: NORTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 4

Mission Province: QUANG BINH
(formerly):

Mission District: LE THUY

Mission Date: 27 Feb 1968 1405L

Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Unknown location.

susomssnssancaesunnnnwsusus JTF~-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ssssusssnsssssswsssssassssas

Folders Passed: Jul 93, May 92, Aug 87, Nov 86
Investigations: Jan 91

Surveys: Jan 91

Additional Information Obtained: Apr 90
Vessey Case: NO

Case type: DISCREPANCY

Survivability: (3) Unknown

snssnsnsssuasnsnnnsssussnnsesas VEHICLE DATA ssasssssssssssssasssssesssssssss

Vehicle Type: RF4C Serial: 431
Crash Type: None Engine Type: J7915
Call Sign: SUMO 1 Serial: 420530
Year: 66 2 Serial: 439553

sussssssenssucssssnssnssxsnxs SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY mnusssssssssssssssscsszsmm
# = Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

S = Item 18 not applicable to this case.
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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CASE: 1063

wam CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
19 August 1975

ON 27 FEB 68, MAJ GILBERT S. PALMER JR, AIRCRAFT COMMANDER,
T NAME  ——— WERE FLYING AN RF4C AIRCRAFT (#66-0431) THAT
DEPARTED UDORN AIR BASE, THAILAND AT 1345 HOURS ON A SOLO PHOTO-
RECONNAISSANCE MISSION OVER NORTH VIETNAM. ROUTINE RADIO CONTACT WAS MADE
WITH THE CREW AT 1405 HOURS, WHEN AN AIRBORNE COMMAND, CONTROL AND
COMMUNICATIONS AIRCRAFT CLEARED THE CREW FOR THEIR TARGET RUN. LATER,
WHEN RADIO CONTACT COULD NOT BE ESTABLISHED AND THE CREW FAILED TO RETURN
TO THEIR BASE AT THE TIME OF FUEL EXHAUSTION, AN ELECTRONIC AND VISUAL
SEARCH WAS INITIATED. (REF 1)

. ON 11 JULY 1971 A SOURCE IDENTIFIED THE PHOTO OF ~NAM6 —~ AS BEING
THE AMERICAN PW HE OBSERVED WHILE VISITING A PW CAMP IN THE VICINITY OF GC
WF 680 778 NAM DOAI VILLAGE, NHGE AN PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. ON 23 MARCH
1973 A SOURCE GAVE THE DESCRIPTION OF AN UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIUAL WHO COULD
HAVE BEEN —NAMC — . (REF 2 & 3)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THESE INDIVIDUALS‘ NAMES AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. MAJ PALMER ~— NAMG6— ARE
CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

muw REFERENCES ===
19 August 1975
REFERENCES: <1> RPT , 432ND TRW (DPMP) AF FORM 484, UNDATED. <2> MSG
» DET 6, 102K USAF FLD ACTY SQ 1209527 JUL 71. <3> MSG . USAINTC 0IC
BROOKE GEN HOSP DEBRIEF OF MSG HARVEY G BRANDE 230417Z MAR 73. <4> JCRC
LNO MSG 061029Z MAR 91. <5> JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 2710327 MAR 91. <6>
31081272 MAY 91 CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI.
wme NEGOTIATION ACTIONS wum
28 February 1986
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON GILBERT S. PALMER . ™—NAMEC —/— HWAS

PASSED DURING THE 29 OCT - 1 NOV 86 JCRC/VNOSMIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN
HANOI.
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CASE: 1063 4 December 1987

A CASE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO BOTH PARTIES WAS PASSED BY JCRC ON 4
AUG 87 TO THE SRV EMBASSY IN BANGKOK PURSUANT TO AGREEMENTS REACHED
BETWEEN GENERAL VESSEY AND SRV FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH.

20 August 1993

CASE NARRATIVE WAS PASSED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT
DURING THE 28 JUL 1993 POW/MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

wmw ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS mwe
19 August 1975

ASSOC%&TED INDIVIDUALS: GILBERT S PALMER 1063 - NAMG

m=m= MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
11 August 1992

COUNTRY OF LOSS REALIGNED BASED ON JUNE 1992 ANALYTICAL REVIEW BY
JTF-FA AND DIA POW/MIA AND APPROVED BY OSD. AND THE SERVICE CASUALTY
BRANCHES.

8 March 1993

INCIDENT/LAST KNOWN LOCATION CHANGED FROM XD951766 TO XE787058 BASED
ON ANALYSIS OF CASE FILE DATA AND 23-24 JAN 91 JOINT FIELD INVESTIGATION/
SURVEY. (REF 5)

muwm  JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
4 April 1991

ON 23 AND 24 JANUARY 1991, A JOINT U.S./SRV TEAM INVESTIGATED AN
INCIDENT LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF XE787058, SON THUY VILLAGE, LE THUY
DISTRICT. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES TO THE INCIDENT. BOTH
WITNESSES REPORTED THAT A JET TYPE AIRCRAFT CRASHED SOMETIME DURING
FEBRUARY OF 1968. THE REMAINS OF THE PILOT(S) WERE EITHER DISINTEGRATED
IN THE CRASH OR, MORE PROBABLY DESTROYED IN A BOMBING ATTACK SHORTLY AFTER
THE INCIDENT. ONE OF THE WITNESSES ALSO REPORTED THAT A LOCAL WITNESS_WAS
KILL WHEN HE ENTERED THE CRASH SITE AREA AND AN EXPLOSION OCCURRED. THE
INFORMATION OBTAINED BY THE WITNESSES PROBABLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1063.
(REF 4) :
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1063
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CASE: JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION

27 August 1993

A LE NINH DISTRICT DOCUMENT WAS SHOWN TO A JOINT TEAM DURING THE 10TH
JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY. AN ENTRY LISTS THE SHOOTDOWN OF AN F-4H BY THE LIEM
THUY VILLAGE GUERRILLA MILITIA ON 06 MAR 68. THIS ENTRY POSSIBLY
CORRELATES TO CASE 1063, WHICH INVOLVES THE LOSS OF AN RF-4C ON 27 FEB 68.
THIS CORRELATION IS BASED ON THE LOCATION, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND GENERAL TIME
FRAME (MONTH AND YEAR) GIVEN IN THE ENTRY. (REF 6)
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"JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 13 OCTOBER 1993

R == BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ======== s========= ========

Status:

(8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Date Status assigned: 28 Apr 1977

REFNO: 1063-0-01 (ACCNO 1011)

Name: PALMER, GILBERT SWAIN JR.
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit DATA
Service AIR FORCE Sex MALE Blood type O +
Grade Hair  BROWN Complexion FAIR
SSAN IDfVTIY Eyes GREEN Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL
Serial No Height 72 in /1.83 mtrs [Weapon No  K601449
Birth date 12 Oct 1930 |Weight 176 1lb / 79.7 kg [Duty pos ACFT CMDR
Home State PENNSYLVANIA |Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp $
=== e R SITE INFORMATION T T
INCIDENT LOCATION (O)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
‘ UTM: 48QXE787058
' Lat/Long: 171354N / 1064051E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 4
Mission Province: QUANG BINH
(formerly):
. Mission District: LE THUY
. Mission Date: 27 Feb 1968 1405L
. Mission Category: 3
Local Analysis: Unknown location.
T R R S JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY e e T - T T
Folders Passed: Jul 93, May 92, Aug 87, Nov 86
Investigations: Jan 91, Aug 93
Surveys: Jan 91, Aug 93
Additional Informatlon Obtained: Apr 90
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: DISCREPANCY
Survivability: (3) Unknown
T e ] VEHICLE DATA T TP Y P ===
Vehicle Type: RF4C Serial: 431
Crash Type: None Engine Type: J7915
Call Sign: SUMO 1 Serial: 420530
Year: 66 2 Serial: 439553

===== ======== SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY ============ =

# = 1Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
$ = Item is not applicable to this case.
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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REFNO: 1063-0-02
Nane:

Nationality
Service
Grade

SSAN

Serial No
Birth date
Home State

(ACCNO 1212)

BA

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 13 OCTOBER 1993

— i Gt g G Gy St Bt et S Ot e et

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

e e T 5 e e e e e

Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

Date Status assigned: 26 Jul 1979

DKTA

|Religion

e et i e e St (P S b i S S e

======== GITE INFORMATION ====== s==z======

S T e e e e —

Site Type:

UTM:

Lat/Long:
Country:
Military Region:

Mission Province:
(formerly):
Mission District:

Mission Date:

Mission Category:

Local Analysis:

ot S o T " Pt S Sk A e s e T S S S

Folders Passed:
Investigations:
surveys:

Case type:
Survivability:

Vehicle Type:
Crash Type:
Call Sign:
Year:

—_——m— e ———

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

CRASH SITE
48QXE787058
171354N / 1064051E
NORTH VIETNAM

4

QUANG BINH

LE THUY

27 Feb 1968 1405L
3

Unknown location.

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ==========

Jul 93, May 92, Aug 87, Nov 86
Jan 91, Aug 93
Jan 91, Aug 93
Additilonal Information Obtained:
Vessey Case: NO

DISCREPANCY

(3) Unknown

Apr 90

RF4C Serial: 431

None Engine Type: J7915
SUMO 1 Serial: 420530
66 2 Serial: 439553

== SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

U I
o

or Blank

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

Item is not applicable to this case.
= Data for item is unknown or not available.
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CASE: 1063

=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
19 August 1975

ON 27 FEB 68, MAJ GILBERT S. PALMER JR, AIRCRAFT COMMANDER, AND CAPT

N A M KB WERE FLYING AN RF4C AIRCRAFT (#66-0431) THAT
DEPARTED UDORN AIR BASE, THAILAND AT 1345 HOURS ON A SOLO PHOTO-
RECONNAISSANCE MISSION OVER NORTH VIETNAM. ROUTINE RADIO CONTACT WAS MADE
WITH THE CREW AT 1405 HOURS, WHEN AN AIRBORNE COMMAND, CONTROL AND
COMMUNICATIONS AIRCRAFT CLEARED THE CREW FOR THEIR TARGET RUN. LATER,
WHEN RADIO CONTACT COULD NOT BE ESTABLISHED AND THE CREW FAILED TO RETURN
TO THEIR BASE AT THE TIME OF FUEL EXHAUSTION, AN ELECTRONIC AND VISUAL
SEARCH WAS INITIATED. (REF 1)

ON 11 JULY 1971 A SOURCE IDENTIFIED THE PHOTO OF NA MR AS BEING
THE AMERICAN PW HE OBSERVED WHILE VISITING A PW CAMP IN THE VICINITY OF GC
WF 680 778 NAM DOAI VILLAGE, NHGE AN PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. ON 23 MARCH
1973 A SOURCE GAVE THE DESCRIPTION OF AN UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIUAL WHO COULD

HAVE BEEN N A M E- (REF 2 & 3)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THESE INDIVIDUALS’ NAMES AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. MAJ PALMER AND N A MR ARE
CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

=== REFERENCES ===
19 August 1975

REFERENCES: <1> RPT , 432ND TRW (DPMP) AF FORM 484, UNDATED. <2> MSG

, DET 6, 102K USAF FLD ACTY SQ 1209522 JUL 71. <3> MSG USAINTC OIC
BROOKE GEN HOSP DEBRIEF OF MSG HARVEY G BRANDE 230417Z MAR 73. <4> JCRC
LNO MSG 061029Z MAR 91. <5> JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 271032Z MAR 91. <6>
3108122 MAY 91 CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI. <7> 240457Z SEP 93 CJTFFA DET ONE

BANGKOK TH.
=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
28 February 1986
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON GILBERT S. PALMER AND N A M_ & WAS

PASSED DURING THE 29 OCT - 1 NOV 86 JCRC/VNOSMIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN
HANOI. :
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CASE: 1063

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
4 December 1987

A CASE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO BOTH PARTIES WAS PASSED BY JCRC ON 4
AUG 87 TO THE SRV EMBASSY IN BANGKOK PURSUANT TO AGREEMENTS REACHED
BETWEEN GENERAL VESSEY AND SRV FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH.

20 August 1993

CASE NARRATIVE WAS PASSED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT
DURING THE 28 JUL 1993 POW/MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

=== ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS ===
19 August 1975

ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS: GILBERT S PALMER 1063-0-01, AND N AMRK
1063-0-02.

=== MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
11 August 1992

COUNTRY OF LOSS REALIGNED BASED ON JUNE 1992 ANALYTICAL REVIEW BY
JTF~-FA AND DIA POW/MIA AND APPROVED BY OSD AND THE SERVICE CASUALTY

BRANCHES.

8 March 1993

INCIDENT/LAST KNOWN LOCATION CHANGED FROM XD951766 TO XE787058 BASED
ON ANALYSIS OF CASE FILE DATA AND 23-24 JAN 91 JOINT FIELD INVESTIGATION/

SURVEY. (REF 5)

~== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
4 April 1991

ON 23 AND 24 JANUARY 1991, A JOINT U.S./SRV TEAM INVESTIGATED AN
INCIDENT LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF XE787058, SON THUY VILLAGE, LE THUY
DISTRICT. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES TO THE INCIDENT. BOTH
WITNESSES REPORTED THAT A JET TYPE AIRCRAFT CRASHED SOMETIME DURING
FEBRUARY OF 1968. THE REMAINS OF THE PILOT(S) WERE EITHER DISINTEGRATED
IN THE CRASH OR, MORE PROBABLY DESTROYED IN A BOMBING ATTACK SHORTLY AFTER
THE INCIDENT. ONE OF THE WITNESSES ALSO REPORTED THAT A LOCAL WITNESS WAS
KILL WHEN HE ENTERED THE CRASH SITE AREA AND AN EXPLOSION OCCURRED. THE
INFORMATION OBTAINED BY THE WITNESSES PROBABLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1063.
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CASE: 1063

(REF 4)

27 August 1993

A LE NINH DISTRICT DOCUMENT WAS SHOWN TO A JOINT TEAM DURING THE 10TH
JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY. AN ENTRY LISTS THE SHOOTDOWN OF AN F-4H BY THE LIEM
THUY VILLAGE GUERRILLA MILITIA ON 06 MAR 68. THIS ENTRY POSSIBLY
CORRELATES TO CASE 1063, WHICH INVOLVES THE LOSS OF AN RF-4C ON 27 FEB 68.
THIS CORRELATION IS BASED ON THE LOCATION, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND GENERAL TIME
FRAME (MONTH AND YEAR) GIVEN IN THE ENTRY. (REF 6)

5 October 1993

ON 26 AND 27 AUG 93, IE1 TRAVELLED TO SON THUY VILLAGE, LE THUY DISTRICT,
QUANG BINH PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE CASE 1063. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED FOUR
WITNESSES. TWO WITNESSES PROVIDED INFORMATION ON AN AIRCRAFT CRASH
PROBABLY RELATED TO THIS CASE. THE OTHER TWO WITNESSES PROVIDED
INFORMATION RELATED TO ANOTHER CASE. THE TEAM TRAVELLED TO THE SITE
DESCRIBED BY THE FIRST TWO WITNESSES. NO EVIDENCE OF REMAINS, PERSONAL
EFFECTS, OR A CRASH SITE WAS DISCOVERED. THE TEAM TRAVELLED TO THE
COORDINATES REFLECTED AS THE INCIDENT LOCATION HELD IN U.S. RECORDS. NO
EVIDENCE WAS DISCOVERED. (REF 7)

AS0




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 16 NOVEMBER 1993

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

REFNO: 1063-0-01 (ACCNO 1011) Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERE

Name: PALMER, GILBERT SWAIN JR. Date Status assigned: 28 Apr 1977
Nationality AMERICAN |Race CAUCASIAN 'Blood Chit
Service AIR FORCE ISex MALE 'Blood type O +
Grade 04 'Hair BROWN 'Complexion FAIR .
SSAN D ATA |BEyes GREEN EWeapon .38 CAg PISTO
Serial No 000046881 lHeight 72 in /1.83 mtrs |Weapon No K60144 .
Birth date 12 Oct 1930 |Weight 176 1lb / 79.7 kg |Duty pos ACFT CMD
Home State PENNSYLVANIA |Religion PROTESTANT IPW Camp S
ABEUECENACEEASESGREESENERAnaED SITE INFORMATION SN RNNEAEE W ESRNSEESHS S M
INCIDENT LOCATION (0)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48QXE787058
Lat/Long: 171354N / 1064051E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 4
Mission Province: QUANG BINH
(formerly):
Mission District: LE THUY
Mission Date: 27 Feb 1968 1405L
Mission Category: 3
Local Analysis: Unknown location.
AN RO X S N S SRR AR JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY SRRSO EEECEOSSE S RO RS
Folders Passed: Jul 93, May 92, Aug 87, Nov 86
Investigations: Jan 91, Aug 93
Surveys: Jan 91, Aug 93
Additional Information Obtained: Apr 90
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: DISCREPANCY
Survivability: (3) Unknown
RS RN R OEE S ENEER ARG IS VEHICLE DATA OGNSR SRS RO
Vehicle Type: RF4C Serial: 431
Crash Type: None Engine Type: J7915
Call Sign: SUMO 1 Serial: 420530
Year: 66 2 Serial: 439553

e R R R Y T 1.1 SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY
Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

Item is not applicable to this case.
or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.

™ W I+
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 16 NOVEMBER 1993

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

REFNO: ~ , Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERE
Name: AL Date Status assigned: 26 Jul 1979
Nationality AMERICAN iRace  NEGROID {Blood Chit
Service AIR FORCE !Sex MALE iBlood type B +
Grade 03 {Hair BLACK iComplexion DARK
SSAN o lEyes BROWN |Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL
Serial No AR Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs !Weapon No K615609
Birth date DATA Weight 202 1b / 91.5 kg IDuty pos NAVIGATOR
Home State IReligion PROTESTANT |PW Camp S
SeEEEEESEssss=ssrossc=cxossas JITE INFORMATION croscassmcomccomeenssccossossc
INCIDENT LOCATION (0)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48QXE787058
Lat/Long: 171354N / 1064051E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 4
Mission Province: QUANG BINH
(formerly):
Mission District: LE THUY

Mission Date: 27 Feb 1968 1405L
Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Unknown location.

-====B=Bﬂ=================

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

LA A 22 2 -F - F F X F K 3 F R ¥ ¥ ¥

Folders Passed: Jul 93, May 92, Aug 87, Nov 86
Investigations: Jan 91, Aug 93
Surveys: Jan 91, Aug 93
Additional Information Obtained:
Vessey Case: NO

Case type: DISCREPANCY
Survivability: (3) Unknown

Apr 90

--:-::n-:u:n::::::==u===n=n===

VEHICLE DATA S e L L T L L T Ty

Vehicle Type: RF4C Serial: 431
Crash Type: None Engine Type: J7915
Call Sign: SUMO 1 Serial: 420530
Year: 66 2 Serial: 439553

======================B===

= SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY L E oy R Y Y T 1 1 1 Ly
# = 1Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

S = 1Item is not applicable to this case.

@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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CASE: 1063

max CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
19 August 1975

ON 27 FEB 68, MAJ GILBERT S. PALMER JR, AIRCRAFT COMMANDER, AND

NAME , NAVIGATOR, WERE FLYING AN RF4C AIRCRAFT (#66-0431) THAT
DEPARTED UDORN AIR BASE, THAILAND AT 1345 HOURS ON A SOLO PHOTO-
RECONNAISSANCE MISSION OVER NORTH VIETNAM. ROUTINE RADIO CONTACT WAS MADE
WITH THE CREW AT 1405 HOURS, WHEN AN AIRBORNE COMMAND, CONTROL AND
COMMUNICATIONS AIRCRAFT CLEARED THE CREW FOR THEIR TARGET RUN. LATER,
WHEN RADIO CONTACT COULD NOT BE ESTABLISHED AND THE CREW FAILED TO RETURN
T0 THEIR BASE AT THE TIME OF FUEL EXHAUSTION, AN ELECTRONIC AND VISUAL
SEARCH WAS INITIATED. (REF 1)

ON 11 JULY 1971 A SOURCE IDENTIFIED THE PHOTO OF n~NAME AS BEING
THE AMERICAN PW HE OBSERVED WHILE VISITING A PW CAMP IN THE VICINITY OF GC
WF 680 778 NAM DOAI VILLAGE, NHGE AN PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. ON 23 MARCH
1973 A SOURCE GAVE THE DESCRIPTION OF AN UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIUAL WHO COULD
HAVE BEEN CAPT WRIGHT. (REF 2 & 3)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDELD
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THESE INDIVIDUALS’ NAMES AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVATLABLE NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. MAJ PALMER AND MAME ARE
CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
16 November 1993

WITNESS TURNED OVER A-6 AIRCRAFT EJECTION SEAT BACK FROM WHAT APPEARS TO
BE A SUCCESSFUL EJECTION. THE REMAINING ITEMS RECOVERED WERE GENERIC AND
COULD NOT BE IDENTIFIED TO ANY AIRCRAFT OR CASE. (REF 9)

a== REFERENCES ===
19 August 1975

REFERENCES: <1> RPT , 432ND TRW (DPMP) AF FORM 484, UNDATED. <2> MSG

, DET 6, 102K USAF FLD ACTY SQ 1209522 JUL 71. <3> MSG (C), USAINTC OIC
BROOKE GEN- HOSP DEBRIEF OF MSG HARVEY G BRANDE 230417Z MAR 73. <4> JCRC
LNO MSG 061029Z MAR 91. <5> JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 271032Z MAR 91. <6>
310812Z MAY 91 CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI. <7> 2404577 SEP 93 CJTFFA DET ONE
BANGKOK TH. <8> CDR JTFFA 101102Z NOV 93. <9> CDR JTF-FA/J2 161102Z NOV
93.

CASE: 1063

=am  NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
28 February 1986

A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON GILBERT S. PALMER AND NA M WAS
PASSED DURING THE 29 OCT - 1 NOV 86 JCRC/VNOSMIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN

HANOI.
4 December 1987
A CASE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO BOTH PARTIES WAS PASSED BY JCRC ON 4
AUG 87 TO THE SRV EMBASSY IN BANGKOK PURSUANT TO AGREEMENTS REACHED
BETWEEN GENERAL VESSEY AND SRV FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH.
20 August 1993
CASE NARRATIVE WAS PASSED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT
DURING THE 28 JUL 1993 POW/MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.
=== ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS ===
19 August 1975
ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS: GILBERT S PALMER 1063-0-01, AND
™NA M E
=== MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
11 August 1992

COUNTRY OF LOSS REALIGNED BASED ON JUNE 1992 ANALYTICAL REVIEW BY
JTF-FA AND DIA POW/MIA AND APPROVED BY 0SD AND THE SERVICE CASUALTY

BRANCHES.
8 March 1993

INCIDENT/LAST KNOWN LOCATION CHANGED FROM XD951766 TO XE787058 BASED

ON ANALYSIS OF CASE FILE DATA AND 23-24 JAN 91 JOINT FIELD INVESTIGATION/
SURVEY. (REF §5)

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===

4 April 1991

ON 23 AND 24 JANUARY 1991, A JOINT U.S./SRV TEAM INVESTIGATED AN
INCIDENT LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF XE787058, SON THUY VILLAGE, LE THUY




CASE: 1063

DISTRICT. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES TO THE INCIDENT. BOTH
WITNESSES REPORTED THAT A JET TYPE ATRCRAFT CRASHED SOMETIME DURING
FEBRUARY OF 1968. THE REMAINS OF THE PILOT(S) WERE EITHER DISINTEGRATED
IN THE CRASH OR, MORE PROBABLY DESTROYED IN A BOMBING ATTACK SHORTLY AFTER
THE INCIDENT. ONE OF THE WITNESSES ALSO REPORTED THAT A LOCAL WITNESS WAS
KILL WHEN HE ENTERED THE CRASH SITE AREA AND AN EXPLOSION OCCURRED. THE
INFORMATION OBTAINED BY THE WITNESSES PROBABLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1063.
(REF 4)

27 August 1993

A LE NINH DISTRICT DOCUMENT WAS SHOWN TO A JOINT TEAM DURING THE 10TH
JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY. AN ENTRY LISTS THE SHOOTDOWN OF AN F-4H BY THE LIEM
THUY VILLAGE GUERRILLA MILITIA ON 06 MAR 68. THIS ENTRY POSSIBLY
CORRELATES TO CASE 1063, WHICH INVOLVES THE LOSS OF AN RF-4C, ON 27 FEB 68.
THIS CORRELATION IS BASED ON THE LOCATION, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND GENERAL TIME
FRAME (MONTH AND YEAR) GIVEN IN THE ENTRY. (REF 6)

5 October 1993

ON 26 AND 27 AUG 93, IEl TRAVELLED TO SON THUY VILLAGE, LE THUY DISTRICT,
QUANG BINH PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE CASE 1063. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED FOUR
WITNESSES. TWO WITNESSES PROVIDED INFORMATION ON AN AIRCRAFT CRASH
PROBABLY RELATED TO THIS CASE. THE OTHER TWO WITNESSES PROVIDED
INFORMATION RELATED TO ANOTHER CASE. THE TEAM TRAVELLED TO THE SITE
DESCRIBED BY THE FIRST TWO WITNESSES. NO EVIDENCE OF REMAINS, PERSONAL
EFFECTS, OR A CRASH SITE WAS DISCOVERED. THE TEAM TRAVELLED TO THE
COORDINATES REFLECTED AS THE INCIDENT LOCATION HELD IN U.S. RECORDS. NO
EVIDENCE WAS DISCOVERED. (REF 7)

15 November 1993

DURING THE 13TH JFA, THE TEAM SURVEYED A CRASH SITE AT GRID COORDINATE
XE787058. THE TEAM OBSERVED PARTS FROM AN F-4 CRASH SITE. (REF 8)
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.. .ON."27.  FEBRUARY 1968, MAJOR .GILBERT S. PALMER, " JUNIOR, AND

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAIL 96861-5025
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NARRATIVE
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AIRCRAFT, SERIAL NUMBER 66-0431, ON A SOLO MISSION. DURING THEIR

ek FLYING AN RF-4C RECONNATSSANCE =

LAST RADIO CONTACT, THE CREW MEMBERS WERE GIVEN CLEARANCE TO
PHOTOGRAPH AN AREA, RUNNING SOUTHWEST TO NORTHEAST THROUGH Tﬁ? i7TH
PARALLEL, APPROXIMATELY 12 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF KHE SANH7 - QUANG -
BINH PROVINCE. WHEN THE CREW MEMBERS FAILED TO RETURN AS

SCHEDULED, SEARCH AND RESCUE EFFORTS WERE INITIATED WITH NEGATIVE
RESULTS. |

IN APRIL 1990, LE NINH DISTRICT OFFICIALS SHOWED A JOINT TEAM
A FOUR PAGE DOCUMENT, ENTITLED "“TRADITION RECORD OF THE ARMED
FORCES OF LE NINH ﬁISTRICT". THE DOCUMENT CONTAINED AN ENTRY WHICH -~ -
REPORTED THAT ON MARCH 3, 1968 THE LIEN THUY VILLAGE GUERRILLA
MILITIA SHOT DOWN AN F-4H.. THIS ENTRY MAY BE ASSOCIATED quﬁ FAS?. N
1063 BASED ON LOCATION, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND GENERAL TIME FRAME.

IN JANUARY 1991, A JOINT TEAM VISITED SON THUY VILLAGE, LE THUY
DISTRICT, AND INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES WHO REPORTED THAT A JET
TYPE AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES XE787058
SOMETIME DURING FEBRUARY 1968. ONE WITNESS REPORTED THAT A LOCAL
VILLAGER WAS KILLED WHEN HE ENTERED THE CRASH SITE AREA AND AN

EXPLOSION OCCURRED. THE WITNESSES PROVIDED

INFORMATION WHICH CORRELATES TO CASE 1063.

passed to officials of the
Vietnamese government during a
28 Jul 93 technical meeting 250




CASE 1063 DTy
_IN JANUARY 1992, THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT RELEASED A

DOCUMENT TITLED "MILITARY REGION IV AIR DEFENSE OPERATIONS JOURHAL

.,t,;L{FRom 1964*1973 \:REFERENCE MATERIAL L DOCUMENT ‘ENTRY #105655;gﬁ2,,3

INDICATES AN F 4B WAS SHOT DOWN BY THE LIEN THUY MILITIA FORCES ON
6 MARCH 1968. THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED AT THE LE NINH STATE FARM AND
BOTH CREW MEMBERS DIED IN THE INCIDENT. THIS ENTRY CORRELATES WITH
CASE 1063 BASED ON LOCATION ATRCRAFT TYPE, GENERAL TIME FRAME AND
NUMBER OF CREW MEMBERS THERE IS A DISPARITY IN THE REPORTED DATE
OF INCIDENT, 6 MARCH 1968, AND THE ACTUAL INCIDENT DATE, 27
FEBRUARY 1968. U.S. RECORDS INDICATE NO F-4 AIRCRAFT WERE LOST ON
6 MARCH 1968. CASE 1063 IS THE ONLY AIRCRAFT INCIDENT WHICH COULD
HAVE OCCURRED IN LIEN THUY DURING THE PERIOD MID FEBRUARY TO EARLY

MARCH 1968.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: PALMER JUNIOR, GILBERT SWAIN - -
RANK: MAJOR, U.S. AIR FORCE |
DATE OF BIRTH: 12 OCTOBER 1930
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.83 METERS
WEIGHT: 79.7 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN

EYES: GREEN
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NAME: N g -
| RANK: CAPTAIN, U.S. AIR FORCE
.,ﬁ,ﬂi;Vnmig;oﬂ'ay@mu?af.Ffbgfx;vi
 RACE: BLACK B

HEIGHT: 1.80 METERS
WEIGHT: 91.5 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BLACK

EYES: BROWN

CASE 1063

Data
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